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at, a good man abhors, and any man of honesty
avoids as much as possible.

The shopkeeper ought indeed to have a good
tongue, but he should not make a common whore
of it, and employ it to the wicked purpose of impos-
ing upon all that come to deal with him. There is
a modest license which trade allows to all; but this
cannot excuse a wilful lie behind the counter, any
more than in any other place ; and I recommend it
to all honest tradesmen to consider what a scandal
it is upon trade to suppose that a tradesman cannot
live without lying.

Indeed, I must say, that much of it is owing to
the buyers: they begin the work, and give the oc-
casion ; and perhaps it was for that reason that So-
lomon reproved the buyers rather than the sellers,
when he says, It is naughty it is naughty says the
buyer; but when he goes away, then he boasteth ;
Prov. xx. 14: and it is the less to be wondered at,
when the one undervalues the goods, that the other
as much overvalues them.

It was a kind of a step to the cure of this vice in
trade, that there was an old office erected in the city
of London for searching and viewing all the goods
which were sold in bulk, and could not be searched
into by the buyer. This was called garbling ; and
the garbler having viewed the goods, and caused all
damaged and unsound goods to be taken out, used
to set his seal upon the cask, or bags, which held the
rest; and then they were vouched to be market-
able ; so that when the merchant and shopkeeper
met to deal, there was no room for any words about
the goodness of the ware ; there was the garbler's
seal to vouch that they were marketable and good;
* and if they were otherwise, the garbler was answer-
able.

This respected some particular sorts of goods
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